THE TOWER
and Montagu, kept their heads; they declined to sign the
warrant upon the evidence of a single witness of whose
credibility the most that could be said was that " he had not
yet had his ears cropped/7 But Marlborough slept the night
of May 4 a prisoner of State upon a charge of high treason.
Stringent search was now made of the Bishop's palace, and
almost every flowerpot was examined, But there was one
which, because it stood near the servants' quarters, was over-
looked. In this lay the paper which, if discovered at that
moment, might have cost not only the Bishop but our hero
his life* The officers of the Crown returned to \X~hitehall
with the Bishop in custody, but no evidence. Young then
procured from his prison cell the recovery of the document,
and sent it with another legend to the Council.
But meanwhile a fortnight had passed and great events had
happened. On May 19/29 the English and Dutch fleets, which
had effected their junction before the French were ready,
encountered Tourville with the main French naval power off
Cape La Hogue. The forces were impressive in their number,
but Russell's armada, which carried forty thousand men
and seven thousand guns, was the stronger by ninety-nine
ships to forty-four. Both sides fought hard, and Tourville
was beaten. His flagship, Le Sohil Koja/, named in honour
of Louis XIV, was first battered and then burned to the
water's edge. The French fleet was scattered and driven
into its ports. But this was not the end. Russell and his
admirals, three of the most daring of whom were counted on
the Jacobite lists as pledged and faithful adherents of King
James, followed the beaten navy into its harbours. For five
successive days the fighting continued. The fugitive war-
ships were cut out under the shore batteries by flotillas of
hardy English row-boats; the store-ships and many of the
transports were burned; and the whole apparatus of invasion
was destroyed under the very eyes of the King it was to have
borne to his native shore.
The battle of Cape La Hogue, with its consequential actions,
effaced the memories of Beachy Head.   More than that, it
broke decisively for the whole of the wars of William and
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